Sounding Off On School Culture |
Five takeaways from this week’s School Culture By Design Podcast
Culture in the Classroom
Guest: Beth Schmidtgall, Teacher, Neuqua Valley High School, Naperville, Illinois
1) Make classes FUN! I try to make my classes fun and keep the energy high. Accounting might not be the
most exciting subject but I think students like being in my class because I try to make it enjoyable. Today is
a Friday, so in my class it’s “Raffle Friday!” At the beginning of the year I give out raffle tickets and students
can earn additional tickets throughout the semester. Every Friday, we do raffles. The goofier the thing I can
give away, the better! It’s little and silly but the kids think it’s hilarious and they love it. If we don’t have
school on a Friday, they’re asking for a make-up on Monday! I also have “birthday hats” and “birthday
sashes” and I keep track of when someone has a birthday coming up and they get to wear the gear for the
day.
2) Get to know your students as people. Where they work? What activities they are involved in? Have I ever
taught one of your siblings? I ask those things. And I tell them about my family and me. That makes me
“human” to them and establishes mutual respect between me and them and the students and each other. If
you show an interest in your students, that’s impactful! I even keep a “hall of fame” of pictures of my
former students who have become accountants! I try to have lots of pictures of my former students up and
I think it shows my students that I really do care about them beyond just their time in my classroom.
3) Establish good routines and build respect. Kids want to know what to expect every day. They want to be
respected. And if you treat them like a human being, they’ll do the same. If students feel connected to you,
they’re more likely to follow the rules.
4) When your department gets along, people can feel it. It’s silly but on Fridays, our department puts a
speaker in the hallway and we dance between classes. Just a few minutes ago I was out in the hallway line
dancing with my fellow teachers. We encourage students to join in. It’s silly but it shows we enjoy each
other and our students can feel that. Fun like that is contagious.
5) Doorway Flash Quiz! My students didn’t know what to think about this at the beginning of the year but
it’s grown on them. I stand at the door and in order for them to come into the classroom, they have to
answer a question about something from the previous week’s lesson. I make it a game for them. They all
line up in the hallway. It makes them think about what we’re doing in class before we’re even in class.

